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Forte’s  
strategic  
agenda 
underpins the strategy for achieving our vision of a  
society that provides good health, a sustainable working 
life and high social welfare. We have set an ambitious  
goal to achieve. But Forte’s mission is critical: 

We enable research that improves people’s lives. 

The need for what we do is great – and growing. Every 
day, public discourse highlights societal challenges  
where knowledge and research are lacking. Forte has a 
responsibility to support research that promotes action 
based on facts and evidence, and that results in long- 
term progress for both the individual and society at  
large. In short, the research that Forte is funding today 
lays the foundation for a more equal and sustainable  
society tomorrow.

Forte’s areas of responsibility – health, working life  
and welfare – are broad and concern every one of us. To 
create the greatest benefit and make a difference towards 
achieving a sustainable society, we must identify, prioritise 
and align our efforts around strategic research needs.

In this strategic agenda, Forte has identified five goals 
that set the direction of our work during 2019–2022. The 
goals are tied to Forte’s overall mission and governance 
documents. Together, they lay the foundation for achieving 
Forte’s vision.

Stockholm, January 2019
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Our  
mission
Forte, the Swedish Research Council for Health, 
Working Life and Welfare, is a government agency 
under the Swedish Ministry of Health and Social Affairs. 
We promote and support basic and needs-driven research 
within the areas of health, working life and welfare. Forte 
works for a knowledge-based development towards a society 
that provides good health, a sustainable working life and 
high social welfare.

Our mission includes identifying areas where more 
research is needed. It also includes promoting and taking 
initiatives that can meet these research needs. We review 
existing knowledge within our areas of responsibility 
through evaluations, overviews and ongoing dialogue  
with researchers and other stakeholders.

Forte’s areas of responsibility overlap and impact each 
other. Issues related to health, working life and welfare 
are often multidisciplinary and interdisciplinary, and 
often involve multiple sectors of society. This is why Forte 
promotes and initiates research that is multidisciplinary, 
interdisciplinary and cross-sectoral.

As tasked by the government, Forte is responsible for 
communication on research and research findings. We 
also promote and initiate scientific publication, knowledge 
transfer and communication efforts for the research we fund. 
Forte promotes an active dialogue on health, working life 
and welfare in order to provide a bridge between research 
and practice. 

Forte's 
vision
To contribute, through research, to 
a society that provides good health, 
a sustainable working life and high 
social welfare 

GOALS FOR  
2019–2022

Goal 1  >>   Forte funds research of the highest  
scientific quality 

Goal 2  >>    Forte funds research that provides the 
greatest benefit

Goal 3  >>   Forte’s evaluations develop Swedish 
research and research policy 

Goal 4  >>   Forte contributes to the global knowledge 
base and development of society

Goal 5  >>   Forte’s target groups have knowledge 
of and trust Forte-funded research and 
research results
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Goal 1
Forte funds research of the  
highest scientific quality

By funding basic and needs-driven research, Forte repre-
sents a major funding source for researchers and research 
environments in Sweden. Funding is offered through a 
competitive grant process that is quality assured and based 
on equal opportunity.

STRATEGIES:

•  Develop efficient, transparent and  
compliant review processes. 

•  Stimulate interdisciplinary and  
multidisciplinary research.

•  Increase the number of international  
experts in the review process.

•  Continue to strengthen and initiate  
cooperation with other research funders.

•  Ensure a high level of expertise on gender 
equality and diversity in the funding process.
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Goal 2
Forte funds research that  
provides the greatest benefit

Forte supports research that benefits policy and practice 
and that contributes to meeting societal challenges.  
Identifying relevant knowledge gaps is an important part  
of these efforts, as is initiating and promoting research  
that can address such gaps.

STRATEGIES:

•  Develop a systematic, continuous dialogue  
with researchers, users and other stakeholders  
in order to identify knowledge gaps.

•  Refine the criteria for assessing societal  
relevance of the research applications.

•  Promote collaboration and participation  
with professionals, users and stakeholders  
at all stages of the research.

•  Promote the implementation of research results.

•  Consider the balance between open  
and thematic calls for proposals.
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Goal 3
Forte’s evaluations develop Swedish 
research and research policy

Forte evaluates the quality, results and impacts  
of the research we fund. These research evaluations  
are part of the agency’s strategic development and  
provide the government with a knowledge base for  
research issues. Forte takes an active part in the  
research policy conversation.

STRATEGIES:

•  Integrate evaluation and analysis into  
continuous strategic development.

•  Develop methods for evaluating the impacts  
of Forte-funded research and assessing the  
societal impact of the research results. 

•  Further develop methods for evaluating  
different types of funding instruments.

• Strengthen collaboration with national and  
international research funders in order to exchange 
experiences on research follow-up and evaluation.
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Goal 4
Forte funds research that contributes 
to the global knowledge base and to 
the development of society

Research funded by Forte contributes to the global 
knowledge base and enables researchers to help society 
develop in a sustainable way. Forte’s international  
strategy underpins these efforts.

STRATEGIES:

• Clarify how Forte contributes to the UN  
Agenda 2030 for sustainable development.

• Create opportunities for Swedish researchers to  
participate in international collaboration, for example 
through specific initiatives that promote mobility and 
through transnational calls for proposals. 

•  Take active part in international activities  
and collaborative projects to strengthen  
national efforts and create synergies.

• Promote Swedish interests, as related to  
Forte’s research areas, in the EU Framework  
Programme for Research and Innovation and  
other European research efforts.
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Goal 5
Forte’s target groups have knowledge 
of and trust Forte-funded research 
and research results 

Forte pursues active dialogue and collaboration on issues  
related to health, working life and welfare. Through 
communication, Forte contributes to the dissemination of 
research and research results and their benefit to society. 

STRATEGIES:

•  Create forums for communication, dialogue  
and collaboration between researchers,  
stakeholders and users of the research.

•  Compile and disseminate research and research  
results in a targeted and easily accessible way.

•  Communicate on topical issues in Forte’s  
areas to raise awareness in the public debate.

•  Strive for open, transparent and accessible  
communications about Forte’s activities.
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